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AFP Fact Check

• AFP Fact Check launched in late 2017

• Now 30 countries globally. In Asia: Australia, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Pakistan, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Myanmar

• Four languages in Asia; including English, Thai, 
Indonesian, Malay and soon Burmese

• Fake news global – see same content multiple 
languages

• Online fact-checking is becoming increasingly 
important

https://factcheck.afp.com/gargling-warm-salt-water-or-vinegar-does-not-prevent-coronavirus-infection-health-experts-say
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AFP + Facebook

• Part of Facebook Third-Party Fact-
Checking program

• Facebook provides AFP with feeds of 
potentially misleading content

• AFP writes fact checks based on 
merit/news value

• Once fact check is written, we add it 
back into the FB ecosystem

• Facebook take steps to stop fake 
news spreading

https://factcheck.afp.com/19th-century-archive-photo-prompts-online-debate-over-teenage-climate-activist
https://factcheck.afp.com/photo-shows-die-protest-environmental-activists-germany
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Tackling misinformation 

First Draft is an 
excellent verification 
organisation dedicated 
to researching and 
tackling 
misinformation

https://firstdraftnews.org/fake-news-complicated/
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Coronavirus myths
• Globally, we’ve published more than 1,100 reports across 12 

languages about the coronavirus pandemic 

• In Asia alone, we’ve produced more than 300 reports in four 
languages

• Reports related to rumours and hoaxes; photos/videos used in 
the wrong context; false cures and COVID-19 prevention tips

• On our @AFPFactCheck Twitter account, we tweet our stories 
with the hashtag #CoronavirusFacts as part of the 
International Fact Checking Network’s efforts to debunk 
coronavirus misinformation

We regularly update our 
COVID-19 verification hub

https://twitter.com/AFPFactCheck
https://www.poynter.org/ifcn/
https://factcheck.afp.com/afp-covid-19-verification-hub
https://factcheck.afp.com/afp-covid-19-verification-hub
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False cures

• Tea hoax shared in Sri Lanka

• Trump’s comments about disinfectant

• South Korean test kits photo circulated with false ‘cure’ claim

https://factcheck.afp.com/these-are-test-kits-made-south-korea-not-cure-covid-19
https://factcheck.afp.com/no-evidence-drinking-tea-can-cure-or-relieve-symptoms-covid-19-doctors-say
https://factcheck.afp.com/trumps-idea-treat-covid-19-disinfectant-could-cause-deaths
https://factcheck.afp.com/photo-shows-covid-19-test-kit-developed-south-korean-company
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Copy-paste hoaxes: case study

https://factcheck.afp.com/hoax-circulates-online-hong-kong-covid-19-was-transmitted-through-fruits-and-vegetables
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Photo/video taken out of context: case study

https://factcheck.afp.com/video-shows-police-drill-india-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://factcheck.afp.com/video-shows-police-drill-india-during-coronavirus-pandemic
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ABr9iUip44
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ABr9iUip44
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Fabricated report: case study

https://factcheck.afp.com/report-not-genuine-news-site-vatican-said-pope-was-suffering-cold
https://factcheck.afp.com/report-not-genuine-news-site-vatican-said-pope-was-suffering-cold
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FACT-CHECKING 
TOOLS



©AFP. Do not duplicate or distribute without prior written permission from AFP

Reverse image search

• Upload the image to Google Image Search, 

Yandex or try the RevEye extension

• Google will provide you with a list of search 

results which you can analyse to try to establish 

where and when the image first appeared online

• Example: photo shows food waste in Sri Lanka 

during the pandemic?

https://images.google.com/
https://yandex.com/images/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/reveye-reverse-image-sear/keaaclcjhehbbapnphnmpiklalfhelgf?hl=en
https://factcheck.afp.com/2017-photo-shows-food-waste-australia-it-unrelated-covid-19-pandemic
https://factcheck.afp.com/2017-photo-shows-food-waste-australia-it-unrelated-covid-19-pandemic
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Geo-location of UGC

Key clues to look for:

• Shop signs

• Landmarks

• Style of buildings

• Logos

• Street signs

• Ethnicity of the people featured

• Clothing/props

• Languages spoken

• Background music

• Terrain/style of cityscape 
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For videos, e.g. this misleading post, use 

InVID/WeVerify – breaks down videos into 

keyframes then allows you to run a reverse 

image search.

You will often locate news reports
about the video, or at least clues 
about where and when it was filmed 
and what it features. 

Video verification: InVID/WeVerify

https://perma.cc/PG6S-55C9
https://www.invid-project.eu/
https://www.9news.com.au/world/demoliiton-of-chinese-tower-sends-pedestrians-scattering/7e0f7c9b-95f5-45be-b00f-4440118e3fb8#JAI0f8vitHk11sz8.99
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8i0VJZ7dU4
https://factcheck.afp.com/video-has-circulated-online-2017-about-hotel-demolition-chinas-jiangsu-province
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8i0VJZ7dU4
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OTHER HANDY ONLINE 
FACT-CHECKING TOOLS
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• The WayBack Machine: online archive, useful for finding web pages which have been removed 

• Carbon Dating the Web: free tool which gives you an estimated date that a web page was published

• Get-Metadata.com: check the metadata of a video or photo to see if it is an original file

Other fact-checking tools

https://archive.org
http://carbondate.cs.odu.edu/
https://www.get-metadata.com/
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The WayBack Machine
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Carbon Dating The Web
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Get-Metadata.com



©AFP. Do not duplicate or distribute without prior written permission from AFP

Fact checks on our wire

Asia fact check reporters add value to AFP’s 

regional coverage – writing sidebars, focus 

pieces, contributing key information to 

breaking news stories.
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Contact me

Rachel Blundy, fact-check editor for AFP in Asia

Twitter @rachelblundy, email: rachel.blundy@afp.com

AFP Marketing in APAC: apacmarketing@afp.com

https://twitter.com/rachelblundy
mailto:rachel.blundy@afp.com
mailto:apacmarketing@afp.com

